Ruby Holler
Setting the Scene
“Trouble twins” Dallas and Florida are orphans who have given up believing there is such a
thing as a loving home. Tiller and Sairy are an eccentric older couple who live in the beautiful,
mysterious Ruby Holler, but they’re restless for one more big adventure. When they invite the
twins to join them on their journeys, they first must all stay together in the Holler, and the
magic of the place takes over. Two pairs of lives grow closer and are changed forever.

Before Reading
Ask your students to consider the title Ruby Holler. Are they familiar with what holler means in
this case? Discuss what a holler is and where it might be found. Ask students to observe the
artwork found on the front of the book. Do they think they would like to live in a holler? Why
or why not?

Discussion Questions
1. “One person’s trouble is another person’s joy” (p. 65). Consider
this statement in relation to the Trepids’ nickname for Dallas
and Florida: the trouble twins. In what ways do the twins
cause both trouble and joy for their two sets of caregivers?
2. How did Dallas and Florida get their names? Do you think
these names fit the twins? Why or why not?
3. Both Dallas and Florida and Tiller and Sairy have trouble
imagining themselves without the other. What happens when
they go on their separate adventures? Are they capable of
surviving alone?
4. When Sairy asks Dallas to tell her about conditions in some of
the homes the twins had lived in, “his mind automatically
stopped the scene and played a different one” (p. 159). What
types of coping mechanisms are used by Dallas throughout the
novel? What types are used by Florida or Z?
5. Describe Ruby Holler. What does it look like? How is it
different from the Boxton Creek Home? How do the twins
behave differently when they are in each place?
6. Tiller and Sairy teach the twins how to carve things out of
wood. Why does this experience frustrate Dallas and Florida?
Tiller tells Florida, “You pretend you don’t know because you
don’t want what’s inside [the block of wood] to curl up tighter
and refuse to come out” (p. 207). How does this sentiment
relate to Sairy and Tiller’s relationship with the twins?
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7. Tiller and Sairy have lots of interesting names for their recipes,
such as mission-accomplished cake, getting-over-being-anorphan cookies, and welcome-home bacon. Why do they have
these names? What do you learn about Tiller and Sairy when
they talk about these foods?
8. What do you think happens after the end of the
story? Do you think Z really is the twins’ father?

nobody tells a story like newbery medalist

SHARON CREECH
A Selected Bibliography

Carnegie
Medal
Winner

The Great Unexpected
Tr 978-0-06-189232-5 • $16.99
Lb 978-0-06-189233-2 • $17.89

Walk Two Moons
Tr 978-0-06-023334-1 • $16.99
Lb 978-0-06-023337-2 • $17.89
Pb 978-0-06-440517-1 • $6.99

The Wanderer
Pb 978-0-06-441032-8 • $6.99

Ruby Holler
Pb 978-0-06-056015-7 • $6.99

Absolutely Normal Chaos
Pb 978-0-06-440632-1 • $6.99

Pleasing the Ghost
Pb 978-0-06-440686-4 • $4.99

Chasing Redbird
Pb 978-0-06-440696-3 • $6.99

Bloomability
Pb 978-0-06-440823-3 • $6.99

Love That Dog
Tr 978-0-06-029287-4 • $15.99
Pb 978-0-06-440959-9 • $5.99

Granny Torrelli
Makes Soup
Pb 978-0-06-440960-5 • $5.99

Heartbeat
Tr 978-0-06-054022-7 • $15.99
Pb 978-0-06-054024-1 • $6.99

Replay
Pb 978-0-06-054021-0 • $5.99

The Castle Corona
Tr 978-0-06-084621-3 • $18.99
Pb 978-0-06-206395-3 • $7.99

Hate That Cat
Tr 978-0-06-143092-3 • $15.99
Lb 978-0-06-143093-0 • $16.89
Pb 978-0-06-143094-7 • $5.99

The Unfinished Angel
Tr 978-0-06-143095-4 • $15.99
Lb 978-0-06-143096-1 • $16.89
Pb 978-0-06-143097-8 • $5.99

www.sharoncreech.com

www.harpercollinschildrens.com

To order, please contact your HarperCollins sales representative, call 1-800-C-HARPER, or fax your order to 1-800-822-4090.
For exclusive information on your favorite authors and artists, visit www.authortracker.com. Art copyright © 2012 by Zdenko Basic

ISBN: 978-0-06-221666-3

Newbery
Honor
Book

Newbery
Medal
Winner

